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ABOVE: The Stark County News publisher Jim Nowlan sits in the living room area of his loft home in downtown Toulon. The loft boasts high ceilings and has an open 
fl oor plan. TOP: The downtown building that is home to The Stark County News is also home to Nowlan.
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Toulon man gives back to 
community by restoring

historic downtown building

ABOVE: The living area of Nowlan’s 
loft home in Toulon opens into the 

bedroom, where exposed brick 
remains a testimony to the aged 

feel of the building, which was 
built in the 1800s. The wide-plank 

pine fl oors throughout the apart-
ment are covered mostly in Middle 

Eastern and Oriental carpets. 

RIGHT: A drawing by Nowlan’s 
great-uncle, Lee Townsend, a well-
known artist and illustrator, hangs 

in Nowlan’s home.

I
t was a sense of  respon-
sibility that led Jim 
Nowlan to move from a 
100-year-old cottage with 
360-degree 

views on three 
acres of  property 
south of  Toulon 
into an even 
older, once-aban-
doned, roofl ess 
building in down-
town Toulon.

“I saw this old 
building, and I 
knew it would 
be torn down if  it wasn’t 
renovated,” said Nowlan, a 
former Illinois State legisla-
tor, University of  Illinois 
professor and past president 
of  the Taxpayers’ Federation 
of  Illinois.   

“This town was very good 
to me when I was young 
and a wet-behind-the-ears 
candidate for offi ce. I had 

a beautiful childhood here, 
right out of  Norman Rock-
well, and this project was a 
way to give back. I believe 

in the richness of  
community.”

Abandoned 
second-fl oor space 
over commercial 
and retail space 
in small commu-
nities through-
out America is 
common. Projects 
like the lofts on 
Seminary Street 

in Galesburg recognize and 
reclaim the unique charac-
ter of  this space.

In Nowlan’s case, he relied 
on a friend, Carol St John, to 
help create a loft residential 
space in his 1893 building.  

“If  you could have seen 
the building before . . . 
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JIM NOWLAN

EDITOR’S NOTE: By some estimates, 90 percent of upper 
fl oor space in old urban buildings across America is 
abandoned or relegated to storage. Reclaiming this space 
and converting it to residential lofts is gaining momentum 
nationwide and throughout central Illinois. A monthly series 
starting today will feature a number of these renovations 
and the people who live in them.
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HOUSE OF THE WEEK HOW TO BUILD 
YOUR HOME

Complete information on building is readily available 
through the Journal Star. A baby blueprint containing the 
full study plan of the House of the Week sells for $10. 

Price includes cost of tax and postage.
Please send me:

BABY BLUEPRINT (specify design number)........$10

Name:

Street:

City:

State:                          ZIP Code:

Send this coupon with your check to: 
JS Reader Service  �   1 News Plaza  �   Peoria, IL 61643

PLEASE DO NOT SEND CASH

Statistics: Design AX-301 includes a kitchen, break-
fast room, dining room, great room, three bedrooms 
and two baths. The total living area is 1,783 square 
feet. This plan features a standard basement, crawl 
space or slab foundation, and the exterior wall fram-
ing is 2x4. The attached garage is 490 square feet.

Free design seminars
Roeckers Cabinets Inc., lo-

cated in Studio 29, is offering 
free design seminars on the 
latest trends and developments 
in kitchen design.

A free continental break-
fast is included.

Reservations are required 
for the seminars on June 28 
and July 12, both from 9 a.m. 
to 10:15 a.m. Call 693-2929 to 
reserve a spot.

Since 1951, Roecker 
Cabinets has been a leading 

source of  high-quality 
custom cabinets in 

central 
Illinois. 
In addi-
tion to its 
hand-
crafted 
cabinets, 
Roecker 

recently added a 
number of  pre-finished 

semi-custom cabinetry by 
manufacturers such as Kraft-
maid. They can now provide 
the same top-quality service 
and design that Roeckers is 
known for at different price 
ranges.

For more information, visit 
www.roeckercabinets.com or 
stop by the showroom at Stu-
dio 29, 6523 N. Galena Road, 
Peoria.

Home tour
Five historic homes will 

be featured June 21 during a 
home tour, part of the Manito 
Historical Society’s sesquicen-
tennial celebration.

The tour begins at 3:30 p.m. 
and runs until 7 p.m. Tickets 
are $10 per person and can 
be purchased in advance at 
the Manito Community Bank 
or at the Old School House 
behind the bank from 2-4 p.m. 
on the day of  the tour.

Among the homes on the 
tour is Ed and Teresa Buck’s 
home, 201 S. Washington St. 
The Buck home was built 
in 1881 by J.A. Marshall for 
$3,500. According to the “Ma-
son County History Book,” 
Marshall was “one of  the 
most enterprising business 
men of  Manito, being now en-
gaged in the sale of  buggies, 
surries, wagons, hardware, 
stoves and everything found 
in a first-class establishment 
of  this kind.”

For more information, call 
Terri at 968-7361.

with a hole in the roof  and no heat,” St John said. 
“But abandoned second-fl oor space has beautiful 
trim, detail and architecture not seen in houses 
anymore.”

St John said each fl oor of  the building has about 
4,000 square feet for a total of  about 12,000 in the 
entire building. 

She designed Nowlan’s apartment to capitalize 
on the high, 15-foot ceilings and huge windows. 
She left most of  the space open, so the living room 
is connected with the kitchen, which fl ows into 
the bedroom. Only the bathroom is walled off  and 
enclosed. 

Brick walls are left exposed, even with partial 
sections of  plaster left on. The walls are glazed. 
Some partial interior walls were constructed more 
to defi ne space than to enclose it.

The wide plank pine fl oors in Nowlan’s apart-
ment and throughout the building are covered in 
mostly new Middle Eastern and Oriental carpets. 
Art on the walls was collected during travels in 
southeast Asia. He also has a number of  pieces 
done by a great-uncle who lived in Wyoming, Ill., 
and was a professional artist who exhibited in 
New York.

Nowlan, 66, keeps his Toulon building as his 
main residence, but he’s often working on projects 
in Chicago. He recently returned from teaching a 
semester in China at Fudan University in Shang-
hai. He writes a column for the Oriental Morning 
Post, a 300,000-circulation paper in China that 
started just four years ago. 

In 2000,  Nowlan restarted publication of  The 
Stark County News, which was taken over by his 

grandfather in 1910 and had ceased publication in 
1983. 

The paper used to occupy the front half  of  the 
fi rst fl oor of  his building. The paper now oper-
ates on the lower level, a space with exposed brick 
walls and Oriental carpets. The lower level used to 
be a pool hall with snooker tables, rotation tables, 
billiard tables and a false wall for concealing the 
action.

The fi rst fl oor of  the building used to be a 
bowling alley, space where Nowlan once oper-
ated a now-closed bistro. Originally, there was a 
furniture store in this space, and the owners had a 
funeral home upstairs. The furniture makers also 
made coffi ns. 

 Upstairs on the second fl oor, where Nowlan has 
carved out his apartment, there was an embalm-
ing parlor. Across the hall from the embalming 
operation was meeting and offi ce space for the 
secret Independent Order of  Odd Fellows. 

“Upstairs used to be the Odd Fellows. Now I 
tell people there is just one odd fellow upstairs,” 
Nowlan said.

The society’s old meeting hall is now available 

for rent. On a recent weekday, a local gymnastics 
teacher had rented the space for her tumbling 
classes, which lent a rhythmic, thudding noise to 
all operations in the building as youngsters ran, 
jumped and fl ipped over mats. 

Nowlan’s offi ce is in the old Odd Fellow’s offi ce. 
With assistant Cristin Wilson, he’s completing two 
books and working on other research.

Rick Collins of  Trillium Dell Timberworks in 
Knoxville helped with Nowlan’s building reclama-
tion and renovation.

“Rick was able to use physics and experience to 
understand the weak points of  the building and 
shore them up,” Nowlan said. “I credit Rick for 
solving a million issues including triangular joists 
to reinforce the ceiling.”

A steel cable runs the length of  the structure to 
reinforce the walls.

When the renovation began, Nowlan could 
have qualifi ed for more tax credits if  he had gone 
through the process of  applying and listing as a 
historic landmark building. 

“I’m impatient. I just went ahead with the 
work,” he said. “But whatever you think with a 
renovation like this, it costs 2 ½   to three times 
more.”

During the building’s early heyday, when Tou-
lon was a bustling town with four grocery stores, 
inquests were held in one section of  Nowlan’s 
building, that is now part of  his apartment. 

His loft apartment is about 1,500 square feet of  
the building’s total 12,000 square feet.

“I tell people I live in a small apartment with a 
large dining room,” he said. 

 Overall, living in the heart of  Toulon is peace-
ful and quiet, but Nowlan keeps ear plugs for one 
night of  the year because the building is invari-
ably rented out for New Year’s Eve parties.

Clare Howard can be reached at 686-3250 or choward@pjstar.com.  

LEFT: Jim Nowlan 
climbs stairs lead-
ing to his second-
fl oor home in the 
Toulon building 
he owns. Nowlan, 
owner of The Stark 
County News, pub-
lishes the weekly 
newspaper from the 
lower level of the 
building. The mural 
at left was painted 
by a Chicago artist 
in the main-fl oor 
event hall. 

BELOW: Children 
gather for Tumble 
Time across the 
hall from Nowlan’s 
second-fl oor loft 
home in Toulon. 
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 Recruitment Advertising
 309-686-3038 – 800-437-6431

 Monday – Friday 8:00 am - 5:00 pm
 Closed Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays.

 All Other Advertising
 309-686-3060 – 800-322-4200

 For your convenience, we’re never closed. 
 Call 7 days a week/24 hours a day

 or use our online order form at pjstar.com.

 Finding the right home is one thing. 
 Choosing the right homebuilder 
 is everything.

 When you heed the inner voice that guides 
 your decisions, it’s accompanied by a great 
 sense of comfort and assurance. That’s 
 important because those are the same things 
 you will experience when choosing Christine 
 and Steve Schauble and Schauble Homes to be 
 your homebuilder.

 For more than a decade we have carefully 
 selected prime locations to thoughtfully create 
 memorable neighborhoods. Throughout the 
 heart of the heartland in Central Illinois, our 
 homes are known for providing sophisticated 
 style, architectural distinction and abundant 
 comfort. And those who own our homes know 
 superb design and craftsmanship that stand 
 the test of time.

 Choose the right homebuilder and find 
 everything you want in a home and 
 neighborhood. We invite you...
 to tour ours soon.

 Christine and Steve Schauble
 Take Our Tour!

 266-7800   208-9900

 www.christineschauble.com
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