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A greener
workplace

Water filters, organic cotton,
and local lumber among
Knoxville company's efforts

By Sharon Trotter-Martin
The Register-Mail

It’s possible to implement green practices, both big
and small, at work, too. Visit Trillium Dell Timber-
works’ Web site, for example, and you will find the
word “Sustainability” on its homepage, along with
“Inspiration” and “Craftsmanship.”

For owners Laura and Rick Collins, who build cus-
tom timber homes and do historic restoration for
their Knoxville business, sustainability is part of their
guiding philosophy.

When you build a large timber structure, it has a
longer life cycle than a conventional home,” said Laura.
Though the Collinses are willing to use whatever
materials their clients prefer, Laura explained that
many homebuilders want to use local resources, a

practice that she and her husband appreciate.

“Some clients even use trees from their own prop-
erty,’ Laura said. “How different is that from farm-
steading 100 years ago, when people would have used
what's available?”

Using local resources and lumber is an environ-
mentally-friendly practice because it minimizes the
fuel and handling involved in transporting lumbar
from far away states such as Georgia.

“Certainly, the most sustainable building practice
would be to put the energy into a sound existing
structure,” Laura said.

An example of the kind of restoration or adaptive
re-use that Trillium De does, Laura said, would be
taking down a barn that a farmer no longer uses “and
taking it to a park where it might serve as a living his-
tory museum of agriculture in the 1800s in Illinois.”

Both Laura and Rick grew up with an environmen-
tally-friendly sensibility. Laura’s parents composted
and recycled, and Rick helped his parents restore old
homes that they would turn into rental properties.

Like for many business owners, adopting green
practices has been a work in progress for the Collinses
during the 10 years that Trillium Dell has been open.

Recent changes have included switching from bottled
water to inline filters at work, along with printing
brochures on recycled paper and using T-shirts made of
organic cotton for PR. And, of course, they recycle, con-
tracting with Eagle Enterprises Recycling from Galva.

Still, Laura acknowledged, there is always room for
Improvement.

“I'm still a consumer;” she said. “But I'm trying to be a
conscious consumer.”

wwwirilliumdell.com



